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Instructions for Candidates

1. Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt
of this question paper.

2. Attempt any four questions.
3. All questions carry equal marks.

4. Answers may be written either in English or Hindi;
but the same medium should be used throughout the

paper.
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Discuss the development of Brajbhasha literature in
India during the sixteenth century with special
reference to the ‘historical’ poems of Keshav Das

Mishra.
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Do you think that the Mughal Empire was a
‘Gunpowder Empire’? Examine with reference to the
recent historiography on the nature of the Mughal
State.
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Abul Fazl’s notion of kingship was innovative and
different from those of the Chaghatayid traditions.
Do you agree?
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4. The Rajput political culture of the sixteenth century
played an important role in their inclusion into the

Mughal Empire. Discuss.
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5. Define Zamindari right. What role did various
categories of Zamindars-play in the economy and polity
of the Mughal Empire?
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6. The Nayaka states of South India displayed new
strands of state formation in the sixteenth century.
Discuss with special reference to the Nayaka states

of Madurai, Thanjavur and Jinji.
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The planning and buildings of Fatehpur Sikri were
structured to articulate an imperial vision. Discuss.
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Describe the important stages in the evolution of
Akbar’s policy of Sulh-i-Kul. How far was it
influenced by the Akhlaqi tradition?
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