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Instructions for Candidates

1. Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt
of this question paper.

2. The paper contains 3 unseen passages and questions
based on them. '

3. The questions are in two parts, A and B, both of
which are compulsory. Students will attempt any

THREE of the questions from each part.

4. Answers for Part A are to be written in 250-300
words and for Part B in 350-500 words.

Passage 1 (586 words)

The Science of Birth Order (586 words)
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Oldest child. If you’re the firstborn child, you haye

your parents all to yourself for a period of time,

Because it’s your parents’ first time being parents
they tend to dole out attention to you. They’re also
extra careful when it comes to all aspects of child

rearing — from bumps and bruises to early education.

Eldest children benefit from all this attention.

Your parents might expect a lot from you if you ¢

the oldest, especially as other children are bom 1%
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Studies show if you’re the cldest child, you tend to
demonstrate leadership skills. Maybe you’re a leader

in the workplace already, or rising to the top of your

industry.

Middle child. It’s a stereotype that if you're a middle
child you’re a peacekeeper, but there seems to be a
grain of truth behind the saying. Because you lack
the title of being the oldest or the youngest, you seek
to carve out a niche for yourself in the family
dynamic. You tend to enjoy negotiation and
compromise. You can often relate to people of

different ages with ease.

You can be competitive with your older sibling —
maybe by breaking their sports records, becoming more
fluent in a language, or getting better grades. Or you

might behave more rebelliously.

Youngest child. As the baby of the family, you tend
to take one of two paths when developing your
personality, according to Adler. The first path is a
clear journey to success, where you try to excel in
every way, often becoming the go-to person in the
family. Youngest children can also become avoidant

if they lack the confidence or drive to excel.

P.T.O.
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You aren’t used to sharing clothes, space, or parental
attention with siblings. This can make you intelligent

and 1
creative, but also stubborn and set in your ways.

Birth Order and Intelligence
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Another study shows that firstborns might benefit from
being surrounded by adults during their first years.
They absorb the way adults talk, while later-boms are
more exposed to the less-developed ways their siblings

speak.

Passage 2:

Somebody said that it couldn’t be done
But he with a chuckle replied

That “maybe it couldn’t,” but he would be one
Who wouldn’t say so till he’d tried.

So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin
On his face. If he worried he hid it.

He started to sing as he tackled the thing

That couldn’t be done, and he did it!

Somebody scoffed: “Oh, you’ll never do that;
At 1east no one ev-er.has’done it;”
But he took off his coat and he took off his hat

And the first thing we knew he’d begun it.

P.T.O.
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There are thousands to tell you it cannot e don,

There are thousands to prophesy failure,

There are thousands to point out to you one by o

The dangers that wait to assail you.

But just buckle in with a bit of a grin,

Just take off your coat and go to it;
Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing

That “cannot be done,” and you’ll do it

Passage 3 (622 words)

Sita went to her grandfather and sat down beside

him.
‘When you are hungry, tell me,” she said, cand I Wil
make the bread.’

‘Is your grandmother asleep?’
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‘Ves. But she will wake soon. The pain is deep.

The old man stared -across the river, at the dark green

of the forest, at the lcaden sky, and said, ‘If she is

not better by morning, I will take her to the hospital

in Shahganj.

They will know how to make her well. You may be

on your own for two or three days.
You have been on your own before.’

Sita nodded gravely—she had been alone before; but
not in the middle of the rains with the river so high.
But she knew that someone must stay behind. She
wanted grandmother to get.well and she knew that
only grandfather: could take the small boat across the

river when the current was so 'strong.

Sita was not afraid of beipg ‘left alone but she did not

like the look of the river.

That evening it began to rain again. Big pellets of

rain were scarring the surface of the river. But it
was warm rain and Sita could move about in it. She

was not afraid of getting wet, she rather liked it. In

P.T.O.
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She walked about barefooted, barelegged. She was

very sure on her feet. Her toes had grown accustomed

to gripping all kinds of rocks, slippery or sharp, and

though thin, she was surprisingly strong.

Black hair, streaming across her face. Black eyes.

Slim brown arms. A scar on her thigh when she was
small, visiting her mother’s village, a hyena had entered
the house where she was sleeping, fastened on to her
leg and tried to drag her away but her screams had

roused the villagers and the hyena had run off

She mov 1 1
i ed about in the pouring rain, chasing the hens
1nto ' w snake
a shelter behind the hut. A harmless brown
floode f its hole th ,
d out of its hol , was moving across e open

ground. Sita i :
took a stick, picked the snake up with it,
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and dropped it behind a cluster of rocks. She had no

quarrel with snakes. They kept down the rats and (he
frogs. She wondered how the rats had first come o

e island— pr.obably In someone’s boat or in a sack

of grain.

She disliked the huge black scorpions who left their
waterlogged dwellings and tried to take shelter in the
hut. It was so easy to step on one and the sting could
be very painful. She had been bitten by a scorpion the
previous monsoon and for a day and a night she had
known feve_r and great pain. Sita had never killed
living creatures but now, whenever she found a
scorpion, she cfushed it with a rock! When, finally,
she went indoors, she was hungrly. She ate some

parched gram and warmed up some goat’s milk.

Grandmother woke once and asked for water and
grandfather held the brass tumbler to her lips. The
roof was leaking and a small puddle formed on the
floor. Grandfather kept the kerosene lamps alight.
They did not need thé light but somehow it made

them feel safer.

It rained all night.

P.T.O.
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QUESTIONS
PART_A
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Answer any 3 of the following : (3%x10=30)

Question 1 18 based on passage 1,

Questions 2 and 3 are based on passage 23

Questions 4 and S are based on passage 3.

What is birth order theory? What are the

characteristics, respectively, of the oldest child and
child? Explain in 250-300 words with close
(10)

the middle
reference to Passage 1.

How does the persona of the poem in Passage 2 deal
with discouragement and challenges? Pick out words
and phrases from the poem to substantiate your answert
in 250-300 words? (10)

Is the tone of the poet in Passage 2 optimistic Of
pessimistic? What is the poet’s message? Answer in
250-300 words. (10)

What do you think is the theme of Passage 3? Examine
the plot, the ending, the interactions and words of the

ch i i ' '
aracters in detail and write a reasoned answer 111 -
250-300 words.
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